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Winton Branch Library T
Guest Speaker is Landscape designer, %3\,

5 Marcella Klein A
] l Thetopic Ms. Kleinwillexploreis: ‘ l
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Best Easy-Care Plantsfor Your Shady Yard o 7y

MarcellaKleinwill recommend her top plants for shady city gardens, @1

\ focusing onshrubsand perennialsthatare toughandtrouble-free, long- s
(:\ blooming, and have colorful foliage. Some of her choicesadd colortothe %:G
gardenallyear long; while othersare delightfully fragrant, or thrive under the g—‘)

mostdifficultconditions. Shewill provide handoutswith photosand
informationaboutallthese greatplants.

&
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'[: MarcellaKleinisalandscape designer, specializing inresidential design. .’N
vt Shealsoteaches coursesand workshopsatthe Rochester Civic Garden {
l Center, andistheauthor of several gardening books, including Pocket ‘

GuidetoRochester’sFavorite Perennials,and Pocket Guide to r
\ Rochester’s Favorite Annualsand Bulbs. She grew up inthe Browncroft

[\ area,andtends her own city gardeninthe 19th Ward.
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Fromthe

BNA President ....
Bob Genthner

GreatWinter Gathering! Thanks
tothe 93 neighborswho attended this
veryenjoyableeveningof conversion,
food, anddrink. I have only heard
goodwaords onthe party, our 30th.
Andwe have already booked next
year's 31st Winter Gathering for
Friday, January 16th, 2009!!

Theannual membershipdrive
hassuccessfully cometoacompletion.
Theresponsetomy lastnewsletter
appeal has broughtusabovethe
previousyear'stotal; apositive signto
ourstrengthinnumbers. Thankstoall!
Andwelcometoall ournewneighbors
whohavemovedinrecently. Youhave
joinedaneighborhood of over 680
households.

I encourageyou, ifyou have not
already done so, tovisitour website at
http://browncroftna.orgforthe latest
newsand informationaboutyour new
neighborhood. Check back oftenas
enhancementsand new featuresare
appearingall thetime. Andcomments
andsuggestionsare alwaysaccepted

BNA-Announce Wants
YOU!

JoinNOW! Thereare 150
neighborswho have already sub-
scribedtoour"BNAannounce”
mailing list. Throughthisservice BNA
isabletodistribute uptothe minute
news, informationandalertsrelatedto
our neighborhood. Youremail address
isnotdisseminated inthe processand
SPAM isnotaproblem. Tosubscribe
please either visitourwebsite under
"contact” oremail Bob Genthner
directlyatbob14610@aol.comwith
your request tosubscribeand he will
personally subscribe youwithoutany
fussorconfusion. Joinnowdon't
delay! (Youcanunsubscribeatany
time.)

viathesite.Welcometoour two
newest Street Representatives
who have joined our BNA Board of
Directors: JimNicholsonfrom
Berwick,andJim Bishopfrom
Gramercy. Thisleavesuswithopen-
ingsfor5 Streets: Elm, Lanark,
Merchants, Ramsey, and Gaslight.
Areyouinterested? Please visitour
website for further information.
OurBoardand I were asked by
the Mayortojoinother neighbor-
hoodsacrossthe City on February 5th
indiscussingthe upcoming 2008-09
City Budget. Thecity isdeterminedto
provide the bestpossibleservicesto
city neighborhoods atthe most
affordableprice. Togetideasto
balance the budget, the Mayor asked
whichservicesare the mostvital and
forwhichwewouldbewillingto pay
more, andwhich serviceswewould
bewillingtoseereduced. Awide
array of suggestionswere gathered
and communicated tothe Mayor.
Followupopenpublic meetingswill
beheld in Marchwithsummaries of
themes presented for publiccomment.
Finally, School 46 isone of our
BNA neighborhood focuses. We have
beenworkingtohaveanimproved

continued onpage 4

Lead PaintWarning

Therearealarge numberofolder
homesinthe Browncroftareawhich
may have beenpaintedatonetime
withpaintcontaining lead. We may
all learnfromarecentneighborhood
improvementprojectthatrequired
the sand blasting of the outside ofa
house toremove paint.

Asthe projectgotunderway the
dustfromthe projectfilledtheairand
started to settle and cover neighbor-
ing properties.

continued onpg3

E. Main Public
Safety Center

OnJanuary 16thatthe SW
cornerof lllinoisand East Main
Street, aneighborhood Public Safety
Centerwasofficially openedthrough
the sponsorship of the North Winton
Village Association. A$7,000initial
grantsecuredthrough New York
State Senator. Jim Alesi (R-Perinton)
willbeappliedforfirstyearstartup
costsof rentand support.

Areabusinessesare pledgingto
contributeto future operational costs
tomaintainthisfacility. Thiscenteris
to be used by the Rochester Police
Department, New York State
Police, Monroe County Sheriff,
Federal Law Enforcement, Proba-
tion, Parole, PACTAC, Border
Patrol, and the neighbors of North
WintonVillage Association (includ-
ing Browncroft).

Itisaplace for Officerstotakea
break, work onreports, check invia
acomputeronsite, meetother
officers,and meetthe neighbors. For
theneighborhood, itisexpected that
officevolunteerswill beavailable
eachday totakewalk-inorphone
informationregarding the needs of
theneighborhood. The information
will be forwarded to our Sector 8
NET Officeand Crime Prevention
Officer (CPO)for theirattentionand
action.

Weekly publicneighborhood
meetingsfor follow upareheldeach
Thursdayat11:30 A.M.withaNET
Conservation Officer (Code En-
forcement), CPOand other invited
guests,whoareeach instrumentalin
working problemstotheirresolution.
BNA, through Bob Genthner, isan
active participantand supporter. The
neighborsof Browncroftareencour-
agedtoalsotake advantage of this
unique local neighborhoodeffortat
publicsafety.

Bob Genthner




Father Michael
Crosby To Speak
At St. John's

April 20,21 at St. John The Peace
of ChristParishat St. John the Evan-
gelist Churchon Humboldt Street, is
bringing noted authorand dynamic
speaker Father Michael Crosby, a
CapuchinFranciscanPriestfrom
Milwaukee to presentatwo-day
experience"Repairing Relationships:
The PathtoPeace™ on April 20thand
21st. Rooted inthe compassionate
spirituality of St. Francis, Fr. Mike
livesincommunity withthosewho
servethe poor indowntown Milwau-
kee. He haswritten sixteen booksand
numerousarticles, onsignificantissues
inchurchandsociety. Fr. Mikewill be
speakingonone of his passions:
becoming Peace-makers. Whatdoes
thismean? Whatstandsinthe way?
How do we become peace-makers,
bringing healingtoour relationships
andourworld? Allareinvitedto
attendthe three 2-hour sessions being
held on Sunday (7 PM)and Monday
(12and 7PM). Thereisasuggested
Donation of $5.00 per person. Please
call Pat Lawlorat288-1620 for more

information.
Bob Genthner

Lead Paint

continued frompage 2

Oneneighbor, duetotheircon-
cern, contacted Monroe County. The
Countyreactedimmediatelyandtheir
quick response andtesting identified
thatthe dustdid indeed contain lead.
Theprojectwas halted atonceand
instructionsweregiventhatitis
necessarytocontainthe dustwhile
sandblasting. Planahead. Further
informationisavailable onthe City of
Rochesterandthe County of Monroe
websites regardingappropriate lead
paintremovalandhandling.

Bob Genthner

Browncroft’s Place in the History

of our Flower City.

Bob Marcotte, the history page
writer forthe Democratand
Chronicle, mentions Browncroftina
lengthy side barinhisarticle of Febru-
ary 11th, which coveredthe nursery
industriesin Rochester of yesteryear,
andthe many beautiful subdivisions
and parkswhichgrew outof them.

Newer residentsto the Browncroft
Subdivision* may notbeaware that
they have purchasedahomeina
uniquely plannedsubdivisionsituated
inanarchitecturally landscaped
setting. Itisthe legacy ofoneman’s
visiontoprovideatotallyidyllic
residential environmentforfamilies
buyinghome lots fromthe Brown
Brothers Continental Nursery.

CharlesBrownmusthavehada
greatloveofnatureandhorticulture,
treesand flowers, gardensand
architecture—alovewhichmani-
fested inhisplanningand landscaping
of 11streetsinanewsubdivision. He
wanted aunified landscape design,
intendedto create “apark-like setting”
inwhichtoconstructarchitecturally
juried homesfor 300acresof indi-
vidually ownedresidential lots. His
nursery establishmenthadaresidential
landscape design department. Noted
landscape architect, Francis Hastings
Gott, wasonstaff,and itisbelieved
that Alling Deforrest (known for
Nunda Park, the George Eastman
house and Warner Castle grounds)
alsowasemployed by Brown Broth-
ers.

Other streetsin Rochester had
landscaped public rights-of-way, such
as SenecaParkway, Lakeview Park,
ArnoldPark, Oxford Street, and
NundaBoulevard. Butanentire
subdivisionof 11 streetsuniformly
planted with large shadetrees,
evergreentrees, flowering ornamental

continued onpage 4
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NOMINATIONS NOW BEING
ACCEPTED FOR OFFICER
POSITIONS OF THE B.N.A.

Areyouinterestedinaleadership
role in The Browncroft Neighborhood
Association?..... Thisisyour chance!

The Nominatingcommitteeisnow
acceptingnominationsforthe follow-
ing positions: President, Vice-
President, Treasurer,and Secretary

(Alltermsare 1year. Thisisthe
2008-2009term)

Dutiesandresponsibilitiesofeach
position may be viewed onthe web-
site, www.Browncroftna.org, by
clickingonthelinkto*“Constitution
andBy-Laws".

Ifinterested inrunning forany
position please contactthe Nominat-
ing Committee Chairperson:

David Gaylord 92 Croydon Road
Rochester NY 14610

585-756-7413 Phone, 585-288-
1981 Fax,or DGAYL@aol.comE-
Mail.




from the President

continued from page 2

connection betweenour neighbors
and our neighborhoodschool. We
have sadly beenmovingapartinrecent
years. Thisschool today bringsinto
our Browncroftarea, many visitors
andguests, whoeither visitthe school
building or use the school grounds. Be
itsoccer, tennis, or basketball -
practice orgames. Itisnotjusta
"'schoolinourneighborhood" butalso
our "neighborhoodschool™ (evenwith
ourneighborhoodchildreninthe
minority of thoseattending). Mr.
Brown of Brown Brothersdonated
thelandandincludeditinhis
Browncrofttractplans.

BNAwasamajor contributorto
theplayground. Thebuildingisan
architectural wonderandwewishto
preserveitanditsuseasaSchool. Itis
partofour history and character.
Recently, Dede Ranger, our School
46 Committee Chair,and I have
attendedthe PTA's Town Meeting,
spokentothe past Superintendent,
andthePrincipal todemonstrate our
desiretoimproveeach other'sout-
reach. We have added aSchool 46
page onour website for school
information. ItcontainsPTAnews,
schoolratingsfromNY State; ithas
issues of the School newspaper the
"Galaxy" andthe4th Grade "Write
Track™ Magazine. Takeapeek. And
alsoplease supporttheirschool events
thatarealwaysopentothe public.
Youcanevenscheduleavisitor
volunteertohelp. Youarealways
welcome.

Browncroft Landscape

continued frompage 3

trees, floweringshrubs, and bulbswas
unprecedentedin1914, and remains
sotoday.

Theoverallplanwasastraightline
of large shadetreestothe inside of the
sidewalk spacedthirty feetapart,
leavingthetree lawnsbetweenthe
sidewalk and street for flowering trees
andshrubs, suchasmagnolia, lilac,
spirea, forsythia, viburnum,
arborvitaie, keria, and others. Street
lightpoleswere wrapped inwysteria.

Much ofthe original landscape
plancanstill bediscernedandenjoyed
today, particularly on Dorchester,
Windemere, Corwinand Newcastle.
Andthereisstill the Browncroft Rose
Gardenplanted by Brown Brotherson
land donated by another nurserytothe
norththatwas owned by the Charlton
Family. However, much hasbeen lost
fromnatural attritionand, unfortu-
nately, individual homeownerremoval.

Brown Brothers continuedtodo
themowingandgardening forthetree
lawnsfrom 1914 tothe 1930’s. After
the depressionthe City of Rochester
took care of the these publicsstrips,
untilthe 1950’swhenitbecamethe
responsibility of theindividual prop-
erty owerstomaintainthetree lawns
andsidewalks infrontoftheir house.
Thefiftiesandsixtieswereerasof
streamliningand modernizing, when
oldstreet lightswere updated, wood-
workwas painted, and clusters of
lilacs, viburnum, andspireabushes
were hacked down.

Takealook.

New Expanded Forum Feature on BNA Website

Have you ever contributed your ideasand comments to amessage board?
It'san easy method to state and discuss with others your opinionsonmany
topicsof concern. Here at BNAwe also have thatability through our Forum
sectiononourwebsite http://browncroftna.org. You canreadall messagesat
any time; and once you have registered onthe forumpage, youareableto
sendand reply totopics posted or create your own. It'snewand exciting.

Thesignificance of the Browncroft
landscape wasadetermining factor in
the designation of our neighborhood to
the National Register of Historic
Places,anditishopedthat
Browncroftresidentstoday, whether
new orold, who happentohavea
vestigeofour historiclandscapein
frontoftheirhouse, will appreciate
thatitis partof our neighborhood’s
historicsignificanceand charm,and
further, thatthey will become stewards
ofthislegacy for future generations.

*The original Browncroft Subdi-
vision is bounded by Browncroft
Boulevard on the north, Winton
Road on the west, the expressway on
the east, and Blossom Road (not
included) on the south.

Cassy Petsos

THE BROWNCROFT ROSE
GARDEN NEEDS WORK

BNAvolunteerismin
the Rose Garden park at
Browncroftand Mer-
chantshasbeenwaning
inrecentyears,andthe
parkislookingtired. It'stimeto
regroup and dosome planning.

Anyoneinterestedinparticipating
inastrategy planning meetingisinvited
toattend March 19that7:30at 175
BrowncroftBoulevard. Please call the
BNAvoicemail lineat234-0160and
leave your name and number before-
hand.

Many thankstothe volunteerswho
workedfall cleanupin October: Bob
Kern, Bob Genthner, Rosemarie
Hattman, Jeannie Loysen, Rich
Culbert, Sharon Bloemendaal, Cassy
Petsos. A dogwood tree was donated
by Sharon Bloemendaal and planted
by Rich Culbert.




