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BNA FALL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE

It is time for our annual BNA Membership Drive. Your returned

membership form and $10 donation is a strong sign of support to BNAS
17 Street Representatives, 4 Officers, and 8 Committee Chairs who serve
on the BNA Board of Directors. The Board advocates for the goals and

objectives of the Browncroft Neighborhood Association on behalf of the
continued on page 2
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Membership Drive
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672 residential households of the
Browncroft neighborhood.

Please fill out and mail the
Household Membership Application
envelope provided with this CRIER
newsletter.

The Household Membership lev-
el entitles everyone in the residence
to be a voting member of BNA and
also entitles them to any member
benefits offered during the year.

In addition to your phone num-
ber, BNA would also appreciate
having your email address and your
household demographics. There is
space provided for both with the
additional option to sign up for our
subscriber BNA-Announce email-
ing list. A great way to stay con-
nected with BNA between newslet-
ters and meetings.

The annual dues of $10 per
household go directly to support-
ing the activities of the BNA such
as: publishing this newsletter (our
largest expense); maintaining the
Rose Garden at Browncroft Blvd.
and Merchants Rd.; printing flyer
notices; holding general meetings;
and hosting our Winter Gathering
Party and the BNA Family Summer
Picnic.

Dues, unfortunately as with
many organizations, only cover the
basics and do not cover everything
BNA wants or is asked to do. As
you submit your dues, please take
the time to consider any additional
financial support that you can make
to help us further our neighborhood
work.

Thank you to all of our mem-
bers!! Now is the time to renew or
join and keep the traditions alive.

BNA Board of Directors

RODENTS IN THE BROWNCROFT

NEIGHBORHOOD

I recently spoke to a represen-
tative from the Monroe County
Department of Public Health about
rodent issues, in general, in City
neighborhoods. The conversation
was very enlightening. Below is a
summation.

There are rats living in our
neighborhood T just like we have
squirrels, chipmunks, mice, rac-
coons, opossums, etc. It is dif-
ficult for us to accept this reality
because we equate rats with dis-
eases and unsanitary conditions.
What makes this fact even more
difficult to accept is that we rarely
see them. Rats are nocturnal and
avoid open spaces by moving along
fences, buildings or under ground
cover. But rats are in the general
Browncroft neighborhood and will
continue living in our neighbor-
hood.

The presences of rats become
a problem when their population
dramatically increases due the
availability of food. Rats live and
thrive where there is an ample food
supply. The only way to control
their numbers is to exterminate and
remove the food source.

Effective extermination can
involve hiring a professional or
putting out rat bait or snap-traps.
Rats are highly intelligent animals
and they learn very quickly. The
best way to use a snap-trap is to
continue to bait the trap but not set
it for 1-2 weeks. Then bait and set
the trap once the rats recognize it
as a source of food.

Removing the food supply can
involve several different approach-
es.

1. If squirrels have chewed a
hole in your garbage totter, have

the totter replaced by calling 311.

2. Bird seed, corn and/or pea-
nuts will attract any animal includ-
ing birds, chipmunks, squirrels,
and mice. However, rats love bird
seed, too. It is an excellent source
of protein. In fact, rat bait is often
a solid brick of bird seed laced with
poison. This is a very difficult
Issue to accept because we greatly
enjoy watching birds come to our
feeders and seeing chipmunks fill
their cheeks. In addition, a serious
problem occurs when neighbors
fibulk feedo. That is spreading large
quantities of bird seed in a yard
area. This practice WILL attract
rats and other larger animals such
as fox, raccoons, opossum, deer
and /or coyotes either looking to
feed on the seed or feed on the
animals eating the seed.

3. One other important note
about bird seed: If it is found that
birdseed or other feed is contribut-
ing to an increase in wild animal
activity, it is a violation of Monroe
Countyts sanitary code.

4. Leaving out cat food for
outdoor cats or stays attracts rats as
well as other undesirable animals
e.g. raccoons, coyotes, etc. Simply
moving the food to a higher loca-
tion just means the rat will climb
up to get at it. A better approach
would be to place the food out
at the same time each day. Very
quickly the cat will be conditioned
to come for the food. Once the cat
has eaten, remove the food dish.

5. Compost piles must be
contained in a plastic barrel with
a screw-on or latched lid; open
compost piles are a health code
violation

The presence of rats is difficult

continued on page 5
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